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OPERATIO oF TT!E 3D BATTALION, 50 BDQHACHUTE

' INFANTRY GIMENT IN THE IANDING ON CORREGIDCR,

: PuT., 16 FEBRUARY - 2 MARCH 1945 :
(IUZON CAMPAIGN)

(Personal Experience of a Battallon Staff Orfioer)

' ORIENTATION

- INTRODUGTION
- This monograph is an acoount of the. operations of 3d Battalion,

. 503d Parachute Infantry Regimsnt, in the landing on CORREGIDOR,

_ PHILEPPINE ISLANDS, 16 February to 2 March 1945,

| In order for the reader to be given an appreoiétien pf'the

5itnatien,prior_to_thg'airborne assault against CORREGIDOR, it

‘will be necessary to disoﬁsé briefly the major events,which led up

t0 this operation, o | -

o Grganized resistance on the 1slands of LEYTE and MINDORO had
ocased by the end of December 194l On 9 Jenuary 1945, forces of
_United States Sixth Army 1andeﬁ at LINGKZAH GUEF, LUZON ISIAND,

- quickly secured a beaschhead and pushed inland. By 3 February 1945,

a?earheads of thesé forcesfhad'reaehed the northern end eastern
l'outskirts of MANILA (8ee_Map A) (1)

| United States Eighth Army units {n this seotor, were the 1ltb
Airborne Division and XI Gorps.- The former,making an amphibious
on BATANGAS and. advancing upon MANIILA from the south; the latter,
aft;;jianding porth of SUBIC BAY, had pushed south and was now
::driving east aeross BAEAAN PENINSULA with the mission of outting

| ths troopa, 1oeated here, of f from the rest of ﬁUZON. ( ee_Map_A)_
- (2) B | | |

'As soon as: the oity of MANILA was liberated, it was imperative
o seoure promptly the entrance to MANILA BAY, whioh wes guerded

(1) A1, pe 1
(2) '-A-"'a's‘Pi 1l



by CORREGIDOR IAND, if ‘the Port of Manila‘es_ to be utilized. -

| XI Corps, Eighth Army, was asgssigned the mission of capturing |
this island objective; howéver, this mission fell to Sixth Army,
after zones of actioh-for both Armies were'aliocated,pribr to the
. Qperaﬁioﬁ» The Qverall plan oontempl&ted an overland gtta@k south,
' tb'olear ths east coast ef'BATAAN; an amphibibus assault on
'NMRIVELES and @ combined airborne-amphiblous assault on the 1sland
of CORREGIDGR. (See Mag ) (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATION
h - With the landing of T and XIV Corps, the eneny combat unlts

were all caught-in movement,with the exceptlon of the 234 Infantry
' Division to the southeast of the beachhead, in the Central plain
© of LUZON, and the 58th Independent mized brigade -- twenty five
niles north of LINGAYEN GULF, The Japanese 10th and 105th Infantry
'Divisions were in the MANILA ‘area, (See Map A) (4} '

| Elementa of the U.3. Eighth Army approaohing MANILA from the
south and U.S, Sixth Ammy-units from the north and northwest, had
 given early indiéation toward libersation of the oity. In geining
control of and olesring LUZON -- the PHILIFPINE ISLANDS would
_ provide pases for future operations against the Japanese homeland,
(5)

| On 29 Jabuary, troops of General Hall's XTI Corps, under |
strategio direction of Eighth Army, landed on the west coast of
LUZON, near SUBIC BAY, meeting 1ittle opposition. They drove
east across the neck of BATAAN PENINSULA as it was belleved the

Japanese.troopa,in this area,would ‘endeavor o follow-the

-2, DPe 1

' 53) A~
(L) A~3, p. 78
(5) &A=

\=l, DPs 5



ideh"_oiéal c_ours‘doptad .by the hard presse‘}roops uﬁdjer General
_Wainwright in 1942, This course had been a general withdrawal of
'troops fram BAﬁAAN and MANILA to the rortress of CORREGIDCR,with
a oonsequent inorease in the defensive strength available to the
oon;man_dar_; on CORREGIDOR. (gSee Map 4) (6) (7)

' ':_Preceded-by heavy alr and naval bombardment, aleménts of the

38th Division, XI Corps, landed on 15 Februery at MARIVELES on

. ‘the tip of BATAAN, (See Map B) Resistance was slight es our

. soldiers'advanead_rapidlY;albng'the perimeter:rpad west:of MANTIA
BAY, While battle for the oity still raged, General MaoArthur
moved to open MANILA BAY and begin preparation to use this as a
major base of operations for U.S. forces. (8)

on 3 February 1945, 503d Parachute Regimontal Combat Team was
) 'algrted_f_or & parachute mission,to capture NICHOLS ATRFIELD in the
vieinity of MﬁﬂILA;;hewevér. due to tha’iapid advanoe of groﬁnd
-fordés on LUZON, this mission wes cancslled on 5 Februarye The
réilowing-day, the_unit was again élerted -= this time == for the

~mission of seizing and seouring CCRREGIDOR ISLAND! (9) |

| DISPOSITION AND GENERAL PLAN -

 The 503d Parachute Regimental Combat Team wes located at

- _sm JOSE, MINDORO where 1t hed been since the amphibious assault

of 15 naeamber 1944, (Ses Mep 4) 'The regiment at this time,was
undergoing unit problems and keeping in shape for a pending
mission, which was always in the orfing. Field Grder Number L8,
T from Sixth Army haadquarters, was delivered & February to 5034
RGT headquarters. {(10)
(6) 43, Do 78
- A7) -
(8) A-""B: De 78
(9)
(10

A"'?: Pi -
} Personal knewledge



In making 129 plans for the assault,upg GdBREGIDOR,_ the
- oommander of the "Rook Force" (offlcer in charge of all units
. on the islend of Corregidor,-otherwise known as "The Rock") had
to take into consideration the ‘topography of the 1sland's terrain,
The 5th Airrorce ‘was called upon, to obtaein photos of CORREGIDGR
and a_topographio relief model of the island, made by a GHQ
Engineex,topographid unit, was set up near Reglmental héadqu&rters
and bonatantly remalned upder guard, (11)

First, the regimentsl staff, along with the battalion com-
manders, were briefed on all points known, regarding the mission.
Each battelion commender briefed his steff and company oommaenders;
and the latter, briefed occmpany officers. A time schedule was put
.into effeét,'whereby, each platoon leeder ocould brief his platoon,
- on all detells pertaining to the operation, In thié mahner; every
officer_andfman was thoroughly indooctrinated,as to the mission. (12}

At this_time, it 1is best to give a desoription of the island,
The isiand is approximately one square mile in area and is divided
into two main sectors -- ®Topside™ and "ﬁottomside". "Topside® -«
on the western end of the'island,'ia the highest terrain feature,

ﬁBottomside"'-- is that portion of the island lying just west of |
MALINTA HILL. (8 ee Map. C) MALINTA,HIIL rises to a height of 350
wfeet and is the dominating terrain reature,on the eastern part

of the lslands The 1sland is bounded by sheer cliffs_and in many
places rise to 500 feet from ﬁhe wg@ers edge, The only'open

terrain on the island is on "Topside", which comprises the

_parade ground and the golf course. (13)

(11) Personal knowledge
- (12) Personal knowledge
’ (13) A-6, APp. A - Annex 1



Aeriél reco’aiséance flights were.made).kn order to meke &
oiose atudy of the 1sland,for possibla drop areas. By studying
the meps of the islend and the results of flights,it was disclosed
there were three possible landing areass Two possibilities were
or "Topslde® which were the parade ground and the golf course,
The'rormer ﬁas approximately 250 yards by 150 yards,and the latter

~&a little longer, but of the same width as the parade ground. (14}

Another feasible d:op area,was an unused emargency.field,
known as KiNDLEY, towards the tall of CORREGIDOR or the eastern
end and just north of MONKEY EOINT. (See Map C) This was
eliminated as a'péssible paraehﬁte landing zoné; aﬁ it WQuld
achieve nothing more than could be achieved by an amphiblous
assault} The explanation.qf this was, 1f troops were dropped hers,
théy would be exposed to enemy fire from high ground atmypstY

'HILL and MALINTA HIIL; elso, attack from this area would have %o
nove agalnst heavily prepared positions., (15)

The &ecision tq'drop-on the parade ground and the golf course
wes made; The former wes designated as "Field Aﬁ_and the 1attér |
designated as "Field B*. Nelther field was or oould be classified
as:an appropriate juﬁéing field; besides, both were too small to
protidé adequate space for lending, JIn additlion, these areas were
littered with wreckage, bomb-craters and tree stumps, Another
hazard which presented itself,,wére the steep oliffs whioch
bordered-ﬁhe drop zones, (16)- The two combined provided the
‘smallest area into which.an air drop of combat troops, in any
number,‘haé yet been made. .(17)

(14) A=5, Ds
(15} A-5, Pp.

(16) A=2, D.
‘17) 'A.-5, Ps.
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- During thi.reparatory phage, all off&rs and noncommissioned
officers, who were to be jumpmagters, made reconnalssance flights
- over the island_in B-24's, whioch were on their regular bomb run in
fhis:area. :In this manher,_eaoh'jumpmaster was able to acquaint
nimself to some degree, with the terrain and to obtaln a view of
his particulaf "gowpolntt (a distinguishing terréin feature-uéed
by the jumpmaster as a guide), (18)

_ It waé now’neceésary to coordinaté with the air and navy
poweré,in regards to softening up the lsland prior to the airborne
assault, Thé alr support phése of CORREGIDOR had started on 23
Januery and by the day of the alrborne aséault, 16 February,

3,126 tons of bombs were dropped. (19)

GORRgGIDOR wasg subjected to the heaviest and most extensive
aerial'pounding,to which any area of comparable size (less than
one square milef hed been subjected during the antire'war in thé‘
Pacifice {20)

On the day of fhe assault; oontihuous alr pounding was set
up to precede and cover the parachute drop -- scheduled for 0830,
 An indication of air support,given the morning of the drop,was as

v.follow@: from 0745 to 0800, a group of heavy bombers dropped 260
pound fraémantation bombs -~ each plane carrying 4O bombs, After
0830, the support was confined to areas Qutside the drop zones
‘and east of the established 'bomb-line'; from 0830 to 0930, two
groups of Aﬁzb's covered therunraatricfed areas. By this time,
the 34 Battaiion”was 0 be.on'the grdund,and the.air support was
then limited to three squedrons of A-20's on the air alert; one
‘prepared to fly smoke missions on call,”and the other two -- %o
support the second parachute'drop; (21)

{18) Personal knowledge

(19) A-3, pe 78 :

(20) A=k, De 59
(21) A-2, pPe 2



The troop oarrying phase of the CORREGIDOR operation was
.abﬁompliéhed by the 517th Troop Carrier Group. (22) This game
group, ccmmandéﬂ by Lieutenaﬁt colonel John Leckey, hed carried
the:503d Barachute Infantry Regiment on previous missions,and the
‘parachute parsonnel were all glad that this group, again,wes going
to put us ‘out over the target! (23)

There were not enough Oarrier planes to fly the entire regi~
ment over the target on one flight ==~ therefor, the Rook Force
Commsnder adopted & plan employing three lifts. Eeoh 1ift to
inolude & Battg11§n cbmbat Teams This was necessery to imsure
the troops,on the grounﬂ,woﬁid have the support to gontinue opera-
tions,whilé the remainder of the airborne forces were being dropped.
In pianning an aiihorne_operatiOn,three major factors muat be oon~
sldered: (1) number of planes available, (8) mmber of traops to
be trensported, (3) the distence from the "take<off" point te- the
laﬁéing aregs (24)

Withiu the 317th Troop Oarrier Group were a total of 56 (~47's,
which were availables (85) The first and seocond 1ifts were to be
compos ad af 51 0~47%'s and the third 1ift waé-to have 43 0=-47's
Reoh lift_waa capable of dropping approximstely 1,000 troops plus
. necessary bﬁﬁdleSioonﬁaining supplies and equipment,which eoulé_
not be carried by the individual soldierss (26) In sddition to
the three 11fta, 18_0-47'3 were allooated for daily resupply and
.éa the situation oceme under control, supplies were to ocome in by

baaﬁ,from MARIVELESs (27)
.sggg §;§503314knowledge

(24) A~1, p. 52; personal knowledge
(25; A~B, pe B

(26) A-~2, p. 4
(27) 4-8, ps ¢



- The firet 1ift was to take off at 0715 16 February ir@m
MINDCRO and wes to oontain the 34 Battalion, b03a Paraohuta

_quantryi reinforeed._ The units to make up the reinforeementa

. were: ‘Battery A end one platoon Battery D, the latter ‘armed with

480 eal. HMG, were from the 468& Paraohute Pleld Artillery Bstta-

' -1len,_5d Platoon, eompanylu, 161at Airbornq Bnginear OQmpany.

- Bétébhment.HeaGQua:ters,'Eesd_RGE qnd D9ta¢hment Headgquarters,

| 4624 Parachute Field Artillery, The second 1ift was to take off
at 1100 16 Eebrﬁary,cempéuedxaf 24 Bgttalion; reinfareéa._ The
third 112t wes to take off st 0716 17 Pebrusry,compossd of the
lst Bettalion,reinforceds (28) |

- BATTALION PLAN POR THE 3302

Mo utilizo the two amsll drep zanea, it would be noeesssry

','fbr the planea to fly in columns The deoision to use solumn
farmatiqn was ogused by several fﬁctors,at which one hes alreedy
;Seqn'mdﬂtiensq_gpﬁ_tha direotion of wind and the velcoity of
aamﬁo»'in-farmulaﬁidﬁ'Of the flight plan, it was desided to
' divide'the planes into two eelumns -~ one column over each field,
(sae Map G) They were to oome 1n'£rom the aeuthWeut, with the
left eelumn flying over !1014 A and the right eelumn flying over
Field Bs Night men were %o be dropped on esoh pess of the plane
_gnd‘whpn this phase was oompleted, the planes would ocirecle to the
| latt (left column) and right'(right polumn) and swing around and
join the tail of the ealumna-anclaantinue a8 before until all
twenty~four men (tetal in emch plang) had Jumped. (39)

| By £1ying and Jumping in oalumn. to drop the eutire Battalieaﬂ
wounld take approximately one heur for the jump to be eampleted.
'Whoq the pilot eof oaoh plane had reaached the "gowpoint", a green
11ght would be turned om, indicating to the juupmester in the

‘28 A“sg P“‘ 3
‘ (39 A»B, Pe 4, personal knawledge
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- | S ,-w.'
rear of the plane?that‘th'ey'were over the "go<point" and he
oould :u@b.at shybime. Brdvéiling winds had mede instrustions
“:neépsaary ﬁo evory ﬂnmpmaster,tn ocount thrge'atter pesaing his
" "go-point" snd then junp him men, This "go-point" had been
'vdeeiéed npon in & oonferenne batwoen the troop narrier end pars-
- ghute. Btarrsa | o
4 control plane was o be on mtation sbout the drop zones.

@gia_ﬁlahe'empléySG voloe radie in the elear with the troop

_qurierg,ané.wqﬁ'éhargad with the missions of correcting. the line
”  91 flight, or altering the oount'of the jumpmesters. These faotors
T'bassd apen obsexvation of paraahutiata alroady droppeds (50) ,
'-Jumpiag altituae was set at 1150 feot above ses level. .@ﬁe two
| d:pp gones were 550 fost above Sea level »- tharoforo,.the’aoﬁual

. jumping eltitude wes 600 feat. (B1) |
 ZEB BWRMY SITUATION o
o Infeertien;ﬁrpm higher intelligence estimated the pnemy

| aﬁreggth;appraximately-850;;hqoner, no informetion wae svailable
.'aﬁ to hia.aohamb af-defouaoo ‘Had the anaﬁy been prapaieé for a
parachute agsault, our troops would have met mtiffer resmistance
upen landing: (3R) Tater 1nfbrmaﬁion received from a agpanaad'.

Laiqr# gﬁd one of the few priaéne:fp of war, definitely stated that
"tha;sapanegﬁ commander of sll the foraes upon the ieland, had been
wﬁrnaa-éf ths~pana1§111ty of an airborme ssssult, This intelligence
|  1n£ermatien had been reeaiVed from higher hoadquarters. eherofbro.
the eammanaer maao an estimate of the pituation and came to the
oencluaion that aueh an sttack wa® net pogsible -~ mainly, duo to
~the terrain, (33) |

 (80) A~B, B¢

(8L) A~Ry Do
(SR) A=B, Do
(B8) A=8,; De

O
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N As later ee;g!Lmed. the enemy's strength was approximately
65,0004 0f this number, half were dimposed on the'defonqe pori=
meter of "The Rook™ awaiting an amphibioue asseult. Tho other
nelf were located in smd around the MALINTA HILL sree. With
© thie eitustion in mind, it oould be correstly assumed thet the
_ancmyfwaa adequately prepared for an smphidious aﬁaault, but, in
all probability, would be saught tlat~fodtod by an sirborne |
Cesseults (34) |
Anether example es to what little our 1ntolligonoe forees had,
~ regarding the onemy»on_eoaanexaon,waa the olome comperigon of
; 1n3ta11qt10na on the island in resent photos with photes of pre= .
:wa:apphaianoa-na elearly shows thet little attempt had heen made
ta_fgrfify during the Japaneme oconpations The Japanese were

masters at esmouflsging and this was snother point in their favor
| ftelative-te'oeneealment; 88 they had been alever in eondaaling |
', th¢ development of their defensive organization. (36)

Tho 11ne of departure wculd ba frem ELMGRE and EILL air-

"'_atripn ot BAN JOSH, MINDORO, 0?15 hours 16 February 194B. (See

uap 4)

- The ilight required about one haur and fifteen minutoa for

8 distanaa of 140 miles from MINDORO to CORREGIDOR!I 24 Battslion

- was 1o aommenee drepping en tho tgrget at Fleld A and Fileld B st

6850 hours, D pluﬂ_l. Both drop areas would ba properly geocured,

) in'afﬂér'to_gin prqtoetion %o the 24 Battalion eoming in at 1816,
A perimetar was'to be aet up seﬁbrally along the 500 feot-eonteui

line of "mopside“ (See Map §) On D~Day, bhe 3d Battalion, 34th

Intantry Regimont reinforeed by 34 Platoon, AT Oompeny and 34

(36) A<6, App. A - Annex 1
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B;atoohi Cannon G:!:anyaf the 34th Infentry Regiment wonld secom~
" pany lslétlaqz when it-entarqdithe MARIVELES srea; however, the 34
would romain sboard landing araft in the HJRIVEnEs'aroa'#nd make
" the amphibioua landing on OORREGIDOR, D plus 1, aftor the airborne.
" assault had atartaa. (36) ‘A bomb and strafing line was established
' ‘and'not-tc:be eiossad bafprefioso hours by 8ﬂ Bafta11en5troopa,
(e Mep 6) The 34 Battalion was to support by fire the amphibious
1aﬁding-éf'the'5¢ Battglion, 34th Infantry at 1030 heura and upon |
felief of the defenaive perimeter by 24 Béttaliqn, 8034 ROT, to
'arive eaatwérd toward MATINTA EILL to effeot contact with amphibious
‘troopss (37) _Alsd; #o QGVanéo'and“aeiso the hish_gréund apprezii.
mately 7®éfyéids northeast of #he old hospital aite (sébénhﬁ”ﬁiﬁ
and the_eémﬁanaing ground sbout 1000 yerds esst of the hompitsl
site. (8ee Map 0) (28) |
.Battaiien'heédqugrﬁerﬁ, Headquarters epﬁpany and H Company |

were to arep_on Field.A& qompany'G and Company I were to dreb on
Field B¢ (See Msp 0) As slready _i'ﬁa.‘bed,’ sach field would be
seoured torprefedt_péraehnﬁigta'ooming in the sesond 1ift at 1216.
Eha.Battalion Command Post was to b§ the old 1ightheusa,wh1ch wag
a;tusted east of tho.pérade grounds, (See Msp Q) Immediately,
upen landing and wh0u the lighthoume was raﬁahed' battalion
aommuuieatian peraonnel would atart stringing wire to the "Popside”
barrecks, north of Fleld 4, whore ‘hesdquerters of the Rook Foree
was’ to be loosteds (gee Mep €) (39)

~ Reoh man dropping on the target wag to aarry one unit of
'qmmnnitien on hism persen,.agoording to the type wospon he was
}gg) 5:%: p;rsgnal knowladga

(28] A-6, Do 8
(59) Bersonal knowledge
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armed with, four ﬁK*lrations-plua two oanteens of water. Ammunie
tion for fhe erew served weapons were to be dropped in bundlqai
‘Medical aid men were to drop with their platoons and the Baettalion
Aid Station was to be set up near the Battalion OP. A Portsble
Surgioa; Hospital Doit waé,to oome in amphibiously, after "Popaide"
wag seoured. This unit to be under the supervision of reéimontsI"
surgeono (40)

Until the road from the SAN JOSE landing beach to "Topside”

_Jwaa opened, supply plans ealled for aerial drops, (gee Mep C)

Ae moationed in genersl aituation. 18 0-47 plahes were allottod
~ for the aupply missions. '
'Mo TEMENT 70 THE LINB OF DEPARTURE AND PINAL PREPARATIONS YO THE

?he hattalion had reveille'ax 0500 16 Fobruaryi 4 good hot
braakfast was served by each of the campaniea kitohena, ILaat
‘aminutbe ohaakwup of ammunition)and fitting ofrﬁha_paraohuté wéa
dene:by every paraahﬁtiet.' Truaks pulled into the battalion ares
-'and moved out with loaded peraonnel for the airstrips, EﬁMORE and
BILL; at 0630. Take eff time was 0716 and the personnel loaded
‘aboard the planesd at 0700, Raoh plane's para~racks (equipment
holders under the fﬁaalago) were loaded with artillery sontainers
oz emmunition aoutainers. The lesd plane started down the runway
at 0715 with the other planes following suite Eh‘y rendezvoused .
aﬁﬁvé MINDORO and then starfed northward following thg cogst line
towards their éb;eotivo. Approximately glx miles out from the
obje@tiv#. the pianaa.beg&n_tq fall into their respective flight

columns -~ pﬁa for Fleld A end one for Field B, (fee Map 0) (41)

" (40) Personasl knowledge
(41 Peraonal knowledge
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NARRATION
.'THE AﬁBAUIT. ?IRST DAY AND NIGHT

The two columns of planes were ooming in on the abjectivo

* from a scutheaaterly direction ( 08 mag 0) and were over their
targetas ~~ A and B fielda == when the paraehutiaﬁa began Jumping
at 0830 hours 16 rebruary 1945. Ax 0829, tho vlenes whieh were
bembing,and strafing the island had 1ifted their fire from'tho
landing areas and begsn to hﬁmb-and strafe the MASINEA.HIiﬁ are@
whioh was eest of the_éstabliahea bomb line., (See Map @) (48)
| - on the 1nitia1 drop,the regiﬁental-oommander. in the eontroi
_ﬁlaue;inotieed gseversl paraohntiata ﬁrif%ing over the atéep ocliffs
aad;aOmo lnto the ooeans He immedistely notifiad the planes flyt
‘ing in ooluma,to lower the jump sltitude to 600 feet above the
| draﬁ_zanea and for the’jnmpmasters o0 oeunt'six ~~ ingtead of
fhree n- affor rasaing the "ga-DOint"s This was osrried eut end
oﬂﬁsequéntiy. the porsonnel'hit their landing zones: This is the
first time:our #nit hed ever used a ocontrol plahe, a1 auqh, and
it provéa ite valﬁera numher of times, (43) | _
}” As mentioned beforo, Battalion haadquartera, ‘Headquarters
Gempany and H eompany landed on Field 4; G and I Gempanien 1anded
. on Field Be H Qompany seeurod Field A end I Oompany secured Field
| EQ Ba#talion'hsadquartera perdonnel moved quiekly as possible to
fhe]l;ghthéuse‘te set up the CP. G Oompany moved through the |
;periﬁétor'get up by I 0qmpany,,eéstwara to take up positions on
~ ™mopaide" to cover and support the 3d Battalion, B4th Infentry -
'-ﬁegimeat;}whkoere meking an smphibious landing at SAN JOSB beach

ét 1030 hours. The orew served weapons used to aupportjﬁﬁig

{éa A8, De ao o -
43) A-B, Pe 6; personal knowledge
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| landing were +60 oal. maehine guns from Battery D platoon and
 one 75 mm howitzer from Battery A, 4624 Pield A:tillery Battaliong
- (44).

Talring in all eonsidarationa regarding aaaualties on & sombat
Jump, it was entimated the jump aasualtiea, on this partinnlar
migaion, wpuld run olose te 80 per peat - mainly haaause of the
hazerdous térraiﬁ; however, the aotusl figure was only 10.7 pef
cont for all personnel who jumped, O0Ff thia percentage figure -
‘the 34 Battglion had 75 per aent of the cssuslties. The faet
that fha epntrdl.p;ane corrested the time when 1aaving the plane,
‘and the wind had subsided te a leaser veléeity, résulteﬂ in loas_
_.jump injuries in tha seaond 1ift, (4B)

‘ To effect proper naval and aiy sappert, aftor the sagault had
bnn committed, s datachment of JAB0O (Joint Assenlt Signal dompany)
and SAP (aupport Aircrait Party) had jumped with the 34 Babttalion
and sat up eommunieation 1mmediately with the naval units lying |
»'off shore and the aireraft in the sir and the rear base, (46)
Oompaay H, after aeouring tho field, proaaeded to o;ear ou |
‘_ tho fow enemy loosated in the enlimted men 8 barrsoks Jjuat north
~of the parade ground. (Seo Map D) In Qno of the rooms, one
patrol-diaocvared mahy easas.of liquor and sski. A guérd was
immediately put upqn thié diaéeveryt Dp to thia tima,onnmy oppo~
sitien in 8ll seotors of the line eémpanios was slight. The alr
| -and naval bombardment had forsed the Japanese 0 take cover and
immediataly, upon these fires beins lifted, the paranhutista '

1andoé - effecting oomplete aurprisea

(44) Personal knowledge
-{48) A=7; personal knowledge
i46) A-B. Ps 19} A~T; personal knowledge

16



| [ J
SQmeref the mén in T Oompany had drifted over the eteop
: oliffs, southeast of rieiﬂ Bs (8e¢e Map D) They assembled and
atarfed to mevavalong & trail, which led to "fopside™, to join
thelir ﬁnit quickly as possible. A% & turn in the tréil, west of
- Breakwater Point, these @en ensountered a small group of Japanese =~
among them e Gaptain.xjnlltagaki. Naval offiéer, who was oommander
of 8ll Japanesa foreas.upon.tha island, It was said that he left
_MAIIHTA TUNNEL, in order %o view the 1noom1ng amphibious landing
'frém Breakwater Point. (8 ee Mag B) The Jepanese were quickly .
'deatreysd,with only & slight oaaunlty pmong I company peraonnel{ (47)
At 1030, the smphibious forces landed or SAN JOSE BEAOH,
-(see“magin) @ and I Companies supported the landing with heavy
machine guns assigned to them for this mission. (48) Euemy fire,
from the caves in and sround MALINTA HILL and BREAKWATER areaé,
was quite intensified st the initisl lending, With Navel fire
ﬁéing direated at.enemy poaitions, whioh were faoing south and the
3d Battalion 8 paraohutiata firing towards waatern pert of MALINTA -
HILL, tha amphibioua ware able to moke & suoccessful landing. SAN
'JOSE BEACH had been mined with 180 mines whioh caused a few
oéﬁﬁalties and losg of some egquipment. (49) Pushing forwaxd, it
.wﬁﬁ not 1ong_bef§re their objeotive, MALINTA HILL, wes taken, A4ll
entrances to MALINTA TUNNEL were covered with sutomatioc fire,

. The 24 Battalion begau dropping st 1215,and by 1230 the drop
wag éempleteda As.previoualy atated, the mission of the 24 |
Battalionrwas to relieve the 3d Battalion. éb accomplish this |
with the most expeditious meens -- the Battalion S~3 and exeoutive

O (47) A~B, pe T3 A9, P. 178; personsal knowledge

{48) A=b, D 7° personal knowledge
(49) &*18 | |
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officera of each aoﬁpany in the 23 Battalion accompanied the 34
Battalion on their drop, thus being able to know the up to date
situation and aeﬁuéint their oommanders with such and, too, they
‘eould eoffect the reiief of the 23 more quickly, |

| HE Compeny, upon being relieved by 24 Battalion units, imme~
diately galned aocess to the high ground northeast of the heapital
_ site, (8ee Mep D) They were met with 1ittle opposition and
patrbis<wére sent out te'the'weet and esat to maintain enemy con-
tact, Slight skirmishes ocsourred throughout the afternoon, with
‘the Qompany feeling_out_the enemy. H Oompany wes withdrawn to the
rear of regimental headquarters, and went into a perimeter for the
- nights It is well to nota = gvery night spent upén the island,
the éompaniesjof-SG Battalion went into perimeter defense. (50}

@ Oompsny had supported the esmphibious landings from ppéitidns
_west of the bomb lines At léso-hours; G Compsny osommander effectaq
“oontact with Sd.Battalion, 34th Infentry, and had his o,ompariy in the
old gun positions betwean_SQuth_bebk aﬁd Ho:th Dook and to the |
B norfh. {See Map D) G-companﬁlcbﬁﬁgnder did not wish to be. caught
in the gﬁn_poéiﬁioné at night; therefore, it wes ag;angeﬂ.far G:
Compeny to witharaw te the high ground,to resr ef.gﬁn poaitions,
beéthp‘DY and the ares 1e£t'vaeant by this move would be ubvered
by both G Gompeny ead 3d Bettalion, 34th Infentrys (51) .

| 'I Gomﬁany's machine guna helpe& éuppbrt_the ampﬁibioua lanﬁﬁ
ing from the.aéo foot contour lines After being relieved by 2d
Battaiioq units; I Company, ;asa oene plathon. took up poeitions
‘morthesst of Pield B and geuerally along the 860 foot ocontour linee

_(59'.rérsoﬁal knowledge
(Bl) Statement of Osptain Jean P. Doerr
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'glst Flateen, Gompany I, was betwaeu F and D -Companies, aa Battalion
with misaion of coveriug enemy approachas 1eading into southwest
'portiqn_pf-Fiela B« (8ee Map D ) Towards dusk, I eompauy as a
whdle; was withdrawn to_within the perimeter set up by ad Battalion;
@his was done in order to give I Company a little rest, as the
N battélion_commandsé had them goheduled fok an early morﬁing attaok_
téwaxda Breskwater Points | | |

~ The battalion oommander cslled his compsny commanders to
report to the 0P at 1700 hours,in regerds to orders and missions
for the following daye G Qompany wes o hold their ground, send
out patrols and hely aupport the landing of the lst Battalion, |
505& Parachute Infentry, whioh was making an amphibioua landing at
;1345 heurs 18 February. The Rock Force Gommander had requested XTI
',Gorps for permiasion to brimg his lst Battalion in amphibiously, |
88 the 23 and 3a Battaliona of the 5034 and the 5d Battallior, 34th
Infentry hed the situstion in hend, snd it was no use incurring
more jJump injuries if it could be avoided. His request was ssnc~
tioneds (52) H Oompany was to have s 1ts objestive -- MORRISON
HITL. (gée.mag‘mi In the attack, oqmpaﬁy m,rad Bgttalien would

' support by fire from their positions. I Company would abtaok
tgwarda BREAKWATER POINT areé and olear out all enemy; slso, to
‘segl all caves with help from the demolition section from regik
ments (36e Mep B) (63)

Eafassing fire'during'the night was mainiained by our
~artillery, in position on the paraée ground (Field A, See Map B).
en 1ikely avanuos of appreaohea legading into ¢ and H poaitiona.

(58) A=2, 1. ~8; porgonal knowledge
(B3) Pergonal knowledge
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The two navy destroyers, supporting the ground troops, illuminated
_the entirs islsnd on osll, with illumingtion shells, (54) G
Gompeny ocoupying the high ground astride the road, killed sii of
._thé enemy who were tryidg to infiltrate their positions., (58)
H Compeny also had enemy trying to imfiltrate their positions
and had undergone enemy mortar fire gpasmodically during the night,
EVENTS DURING 17 FEBRUARY |
' H Company took off at dawa, 17 Eebruary. and lannched a aoﬁf

ordineted attack sgainst the objeotive -- MORRISON HILL ares.
Company B supported H Oompany with maohine gunlfire,until the
latter oompany reached the objeatives This importaat terrain
feature would well héve aided the enemy defenses, but, it was
only 8lightly defended and by 1000 hours H Oompany had_seaured
the eress (56) | |

" Due to the rugged'tprrain and the few trails available, I
Oompany made their attack w;th oombat patrols ~=- one patrol on
thé:high géeund running paralle]l with tgqigigg;g,and another
- patrol following the t;ai;s. The trails led generslly to the
~ goutheast and to the fieinity,of Breskwater Point. All day loﬁg.
akirmiahas‘wegé'helé and even though the enemy's total casnalties
weré'muoh greater =- I Gompany had inourred s number of assualties

in and around the entrances to the meny csves they came upofe

o The troopers found, while they were aovering entrances to caves,

! they would be fired upon from snother direstion, This meant,
~ when attacking a nﬁmber of caves, they must leok areund-ior other

exites Also, they found out thet the caves Jln many instences were

{55 8tatement of Captain Jeasn P. Doerr
bé) A=2, ve. 10; personsl knowledge
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- 80 looated that one oave oovered anethar._ It beoame 80P to expect
& cave or poaition of some type at every peﬁd_in a trail. Then
'againg'itwéa found that the Japanese wqulé gaorifioe leng»fialds
of fire,in order to gain conceslment, At 1630 hours, I Gompany
took up position on the periﬁeter between E and D Gompanies, 24

' Béttalioﬂé | | - | |

| At approximately 1345 heura. the lat Baxtalian, 5056. whieh
had fl.own over the 1sland earlier in the day,dropping their supply
bnndlea. aontinqeﬂ on %o airfields in the BATAAN area where trang~
poftatipn met tﬁs ?erscnn91 and loaded them on Attack Perszonnel
Deﬁtreyera, As tﬁo Lﬂvala-approaohod San Joge Beagh, they were
_fiﬁaﬂ upon by-enemy'sutomatia weapons faeing seaward from the caves
amdagst:ihe aiiffs.. mhé,ahipa withdrew'out'in gahallo B§?;and the
| navy destroyers fired &b these point targets snd'olég;;d tha way
for the battelion's lending. During the 1anding,e Oompany and the

' Bd Bettalion, 34th Infentry supported the landing by firing at

‘.'térgeté whiah_presegtea themselvea. The let Battalion meved into
the genexal:area.where G QOompany wsas énd ¢ Qompany mofcd.tgwarda
~geepaidoﬁ'to take over I.ocmpany's position where they went into &
perimeter defense, K Oempany went into & perimeter defense in
Morrison Hill ares for the might. Outside of the nsual infiltras
tion taotles during the night, all was fairly uormal. (57)

EVENTB DURING 18 FEBRUAR _ .
On the merning of- 18 Pebruary, the lst Battalien, whioh had .

gone into a perimeter defense just north of San Jose Beaah, started-
. glong the_:eaﬁ losding -to "Topeide™. Resistance was met and de~
" gtroyed and by 1200 hourm had reashed "Popside™s With the three

(87) A=1, p. B4; A~6, Overlay 9
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b@tﬁalions now o#"&‘opéide”“, golonel George M« Jones, Rook B‘dréo
Commend or, divided'areas of respanaiﬁility gﬂ_féllowa:“ 1at“
Battallon was given the_séuth'and gouthwest; 84 Bsttalion given
the area west and ﬁortﬁ; Sd Battalion given area northesst and
| southeast. (Hoe Mep E) - | |

Therfirst of numerous explosiong, to be experienced on the
1sland,hap§ened at 0130_19 Fedbruary,while I Oempany wag in peri-
metéi defense and the explosion went off while the Company wes
over an underground arsenal. OCasualties were inflioted apon both

gides, I Company had three killed and nine wounded; evidently

~all the Japsnese, who were in the cave~like tunnel, were killed,

a8 there’was not any attack following the exploasion, 'Later.'
Gempany confirmed tha faat that 23 Japaneae hed heen killed.
_gzggms DURING 19 ang____

On 19 February, H Gompany was given the mission of knooking

out a Japanese streng point. whioh was looated 1n a deep ravine
just dovth'of No#th Doek;_.fsebiﬂag ¥) The Japanese had eonverted
-] old pewer and refrigerator plant into a formidable fortresa;
From thig fortréss, the_enemy.was able to eommand & view of the
road leading'frem the beach %o "@opside",'éeliver'fire upon troops

- of 34 BattaliOn; 34th Infantry on top gf MALINTA HILL and alaso
deliver fire upon @ eompény trobpa. This point was redubaﬂ,by
laying fire upon the gun pbrta. thus,kpeping tha enemy cocuplied,
~ while snother foree maneuvered sround the flank and resr of the
: Buildingo ‘In thisg position, tha#.managed to olimb up on top of
the obdeotive and'péur captured gesoline and oil down the venti~
llsting shafts, With the destruction of this strong point, the

| -road from the beaoh tn "mopsida" was now opened, which meant that

2
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our dead and wounded could be evacuated by the navy; and water
oould be brought up to the troops. (5658) With the captdre of
thie-pdint- 24 Platoon of H Company received fire from a large
oave, In the process of forming & meneuver,to reduce this posi-
.tion. the Japanesa knowing all was lost, set off a powder magazine
which killed .one officer and three men and wounded five others,
The bodies of the four men killed were never found.

G Company still meinteined contsot with 3d Bettalion, B4th
Infaﬁtry by haviog cne platoon straddling'the bbundary’batwean
the'two unitsas |
EVENTS DURING EO EEBRUARY

34 Platoon. Oompany I, was given the mission, on 80 February,

of olaaning up & hazaraoua geoctor below Where the exploelon had
taken place in the company's area the pravioua-marning. This
seotor hed been under heavy destroyer fire but. still the Japenese
Wére'lined along the steep‘oliffs;briaging fire upon the platoon
as 1t édvaqeedi A seotion, from the demolition platoon at regi~
ment, -had acoompanisd the rifle platoon. TUnder cover of the
'aﬁfbmatio fire from the 3d Plstoon, the demclition orew advanced
ﬁpan_tha oaves; In deatroying thése cavesa, the following;mothod
was used: Two or three WP's (white phosphorus grénadea), s three
gocond 3ﬁrst-from the fleamse thrower and a twenty pound dynamite :
'aatéhal put the_finishing touches on each cave by closing the |
antranoea In two days, the demolition platoon working with I
Gompany, sealed 88 many a8 49 ocaves! (B9) | |
It was at this time,that one of I company's patrols disoovered :
five 1arge aaves along the waters adge, aouthaast of South Douk.

(68) A~8, pe 10
(59) A*lO Ps 14
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Haoh oave poasessed Jepanese "Q" boats (sulcide boata). There

; were 8 total of 19, and some of them were in excellant eondition.
(60) 31thin each cave were traoks,whioh when 1sid down to the
water, weuld_easiiy launeh thé_beats, Ehaae'baats were made of
plj—woad and would have the space between the hull and the engine,
?igged up for charges.ot dynamite, The object was to launoh'thssé
boafe from OORREGIDOR or surfouading-sherea,and have them ram into
any . nafai'ships which wouid presont 2 point target. '(61)_

| EVENTS DURING 21, 22, B3 FEBRUARY -

Tha following three days were used by the battalion 88 &

| "mopping=up" phase, Patrols from all three line companies were
WOrking allﬂday -~ olearing out small poékets of enemy in the
: ever presant caves. . )

The Roek Foroe Gammanéer deciéeﬁ the resistance on tha western
end of the island had been aufficiently reduopd,to yermit the esstw~
ern portion of the islend to be cleared of all enemys The plan wag
~to 1et'the'sa'3attaiion remsin on "Pepside™ and cbntinue "moppings
up®; and to have the lst and 84 Battalions attack the eastern end
af‘tho islegnds Becsuse of the narrowness of this portian of the
'island. it was decided to have the battalions attaek in oalumn.

: EVENTS DUBING 24 EEBRUARY .
| Early on the moraing of 84th February. the two battalions.

with the let leading, passed through the lines of 3d Battaliqn.‘
54th Tafantrys Artillery began supporting the drive from their
peaitiens on the parade greund, If point targets presented them- .
éalvaa in Sueh s manner, that it waa»impaaaible‘fer'the artillery |
to fire upon == the .ever present navy, off shore 800 to 1000 yarda, 1

would auppert the ground atteak.
(60) Personsl knowleége

(61) Personel knowledge "
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By'iﬁoo hgglL; 24 February, lat_Battalion had estah;iahedK'a
their line, generslily running from Inf@qﬁgyggigt_to_éamp_ﬁgint.
The 5& Battalion, who hed been ﬂmapiaing-up" behiﬁd the 1st
Battalion, was to their rear.abéut'soo yords. H, I anrd @
_ Gompaniea were,in thﬁt order,anroag the western part of the
"Iall® end sll tying in,to form s perimeter defense for the .
'uight; During'thé day,numorqus enemy were killed in their_cavea.
which were on the wators edge, between Malinta Hill and Camp Point -
on the south side and between Melinta Hill and Infantry Point om
the north side. (ﬁée”ﬂh@fr) only ensmy action in the 34 Battalion
area were 8 feow Japaneae trying to infiltrate the perimeter; alao,
- below the eliffs in the north seotor, one could hear the ensemy
- "Jebbering' aways They were andeavoring to builld rafts, in order
_ to esocape from the 1éland-aud over to Bataan; however, the navy
- were patrolling the weters and the following morning, the navy
~and the air ocorps killed maﬁy in the water who would not surrender,
It is not known whethar any enemy ever escaped the 1slana. (68)
EVENTS DURING 25, 26, 27 FERRUARY = -
By 85 February. 1st Battalion had advanaed approximataly 800

'yaras and aatablishad their line generally from Osvalry Point to
Meakey Pointe (ﬂea Mep F) Juat north of Monkey RPoint was an under-
gfcund n¢twork.c£'tnnnels;and it was here that they had met strong
resistance on Bé February == malinly from automatio fire. 1lat
Battaliea“pushad forward and drove the enemy underground, Immedi~
ately, a ﬁérimeter'waﬁ thrown around the entire_ﬁankey Hill'knoil s
eovering all entrsnces. The Japsuese, kuowing they couldn't

escape, §et 0ff an undergrouad arsenal -~ which was right under

"'.663) Personal knowledge

26



the entire lst g!%talion; In the explbsion. lat Battalion n |
- suffered 198 casusliliem =~ bf these 54 were killed, (63)
The 34 Battalion, whioh head been following elosely the 1st,

immediately. pushed through the 1st lines, end pressed the attaok
sgeingt the anemy in vioinity ?f KINDLEY airfielﬂ,whieh was
oleared of mines before the day ended. On B7 Februsry, G Company
' wés_given the mission of clearing the ares north of the airfield,
- down tq the waters.édge'and back towards Cavalry Point; H Oompany
- hed the mission to‘elear érea gsouth of the airfield, down to the
‘weters edge snd back towsrds Monkey Poiut; I Qompany's mission
wea to continue east and olear the enemy f?bmlthe "pgil® of the
- island. (8oe Map ¥) I Company followed the high ridge line,
Wﬁieh rén'the lengﬁﬁ of the "Tail“& In dﬁing this, they had %o
railow the anly trail, conaeQuentiy, a Tow casuslties weie
received; however, driving the enemy from the high ground to
their caves along the waters olge on both sides of the islandl
It-waa-dea;dad to eplit & platoen end send half down the south
ghore and hélf dawn'th§ norbh shore. As thé.plaﬁoon procseded
: éast. Japanese:saldiéra wore killed in caves, which bordered. the
waters odge. euﬁ from East Point i a little ialand known as
‘Hooker Point, A group of the enemy had gone over to thia islend
st low tides (8ee Mep ¥) The lst Platoon, upon reaching the tip
¢f the 1élaﬁd,'awai£§d Iér low tide 35 orosmed to Ebokér Point
' ana-déstreyed'the laat pf the enemy resistance on eest part of
 CORRBGIDOR! | |
| EVENTS DURING 28 J?EBRMRY - # wanon
| nuring tha period sa February o 2 Mareh -~ "mopping-upﬂ

éparatianazoontinuad_over the entire islends &8 March, 001one1_
(83) a~7, p. 3; peraonal knowledge
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';Goﬁrgg-M.IJOnea mat-General MaoArthur and party, at Seuth Dbock,
gnd esoorted them to "fopside”y Outkide of the neoéaﬂary‘prqgauv
tions béing teken foriseeuritﬁ; méjority of the troopers were
present in formstion when the General ordered the flag to be
"raised. This wses & fitting olimax,t0 & well ooordinated essault

by all. arms, whiah began 16 February and ended 8 Maroh.

ORITIOISNM

Tﬁé-faot that each and every man in the Battelion had been
well erignteﬂlin tha.eperation. helped greatly for the initisl
- phese $0 be successfully completed. Assembly points were gone
over and over agéin,uutilvthere_waﬂn't any doubt in any person’s
| minds .Traépi after'landing,quiekiy went to designated pointérahd'
§bmmenoad_thsir part of the show.
o TOR E OF SMALL oNITs
The deoision %o drep 8 men at a time on Flelds A and B was

',madé_~~ even thaugh these 1anding zones were enything but suitable,
_'ga they were-liftexeﬂ with rubble._tree gtumps and bomb-orsters.
Whén parachuting firs#_came into vogue,as & means of oembgt,'the
ﬁain 1des or miéaibn weas tbrland small units in enemy held terri-'
tory =~ degtroy tho enemy. 1nsta11ationa and then await fer rein~
£oreemontﬂ. However, during World War II, esirborae treeps were
| éomﬁitted on large @cales,with very few being committed on a
Battalion Iavel.; It is in ﬁy'opinion, that small unit operstlons
will be uzed ta & greater degree in sny future wara, |
Bs ccoanmmmn | |

- The elose ooordinatien between the navy, airforce and our

grauné.f@rqea,_in a smell operation auoh a8 this, is without
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parsllel. Goorg!!ation from the time operation was planned,tn_k
thé time it was ocompleted,is an exeelient example how our armed
forces esn cooperate to the advantage 0of all concerned,. Qhé
.presenog nf.JAsco peraonnel on the island weut a long way in-
eatabliahing'this well oéordination operation., The fast that
this was JASG0 personnel first jump from a plane is well in
their favor:

. 4, ENEMY INFORMATION
Intelligenoe had information of enemy strength to be apﬁroxi-

mately 850! When operation was completed, at least 6000 enemy
were destroyed! Aerial photographs, teken prior ‘to the assault
rand after oomparison.with‘préﬁwar photos, ciearly showed no
changes taking plsce,and i1t wasn't until the troeps had landed
| that the preabﬁae of & large foroe of eneny was digscovered, With
very little information available relative to the enemy ~- the
agsault plan for the 34 Battalion was clesr and eoncise, After
1anﬂing_an& exploiting to north and northeast, s more complete
blan was put into effest,sas contaet with the enemy wes masintained.
8+ SURPRISE

The element of surprise, which is the parachutists main
sdvantage, worked to perfeotion in the 34 Battslion asssult, The
heavy bbmbing,which had preceded the sssault, hed driven the énemy
'1uto,théir caves, thereby, 6auéing the airborne attack to be that
ﬁore auccésafui. It was at least an hour before any form of
organized registance was contaoted by our units,
6o  ENEMY ANTICIPATION -
| The enemy had sdequately prepared for an amphibious lending
and even though warned, had not enticipated an airborne landing

on the islsnd, The Japanese Commsnder, in ﬁaking an estimate of
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the aituaxion,r:!:rding the posgibility of an éirborno attaok,
made the inexousable error by ignoring this possibility. If he
'haa prepared defenses for an airborne landing -- the mission of
Hoap#uring Gorregidor might have taken a 1ittle 1oﬁgar;

7. ~ SUPEORT FIRE

The enemy entrenched in their oaves, awaiting the landing of
amphiblous troops,were not antiocipating fire from "Topaide"
‘therefore, with the 3d Battelion, 5034 supporting the 3d Battalion.
34th Infantry by fire from ™fopside™, the lsnding was successful,
8, USH OF CONPROL SHIP
| It was oftimated, in the pre-planning phese, that 20 per

eent oaaualtiea would be experisnced by the RCT; however, in the
aotual Jump, this per eentage'figure was lowered to 10.7 per cent,
The use of the control ship proved its usefnlnéss,and waS the main
 faotor in lowering the casualties of the 38 and 24 Battalions,

9  LOSE OF FNEMY COMMANDER

The Jepenese Commander,leaving his command post 1ln Malints

Tunnel,in order to view the emphibious assault end soon afterw
wards being killed by our men -~ greatly enhsnced our Suooesa,
aa'it tock thé_enemy a long time sfterwsrd to beoome agsin .
_organized.
10« RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS

The morale faotor was greatly advenced among the troops, |
wheﬁ evefy Jumpmaster waa_given'the opportunity to fly over the
target ares 0n & reeonnaiséance mission; dn regular bomb runs,
to view the terrsin and his estahlished "go-pointt,
11, mxeostows | | |
| A$.varicus times during_the_prooaaé of the attack,or when:

in a perimeter defense -~ the enemy, being fanatical, would set
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_off'undefground argenals situated under our troops. These
violent explosions would csuse many casualties among bur troopg
% cguming the atbtack tp be slowed dowa to somé degraéy
l2. RNEMY FIELDS OF FIRE

| It wae found that the Japanese would 1nvariab1y sacrifics
figlds of fire in order to obtain ooneslment, In dolng this, he
would let our troops advance up to his position,end then set off
an explosivé charge causing many cpsuslties among our troopg,
When attacking these caves, the troopers oonstantly.had to look
for other oxits and cover them,while the demolition orew worked
ot the main entrance,
13s EVACUATION

In the early stsges of.the operation, inju:ed and wounded

persohnel at'Battéiion and Regimental A14 Stations could not be
.evacuatediuntil'the road leading from the besoch to "Topside“.was
bpenad.- With such o small area;oontaining both our troops and
the éaemy, it is quite conoeivable to understand that our wounded,
injurad and medioal personnel were under fire a good deal of the
timee Upon cpening of the road, water could now be takau up to
the troops. o
14¢ PERINBTER DEFENSR |

Some pérsons,unddubtediy,would question the withdrawing at
timesof our ‘forces into a perimeter for the night -- and the
following day push forward and retaeke the ground taken the previous
daye Beaeon for this motive was,whoever had control of "Popside™ ==

' more or less,ocontrolled the situation.

50



. E!" | 1.’
15. WP GRENADES - o

7 WP grenades were carried hy all’ personnel who were on conbatl
'patrols‘ These were favorqd over the hand grenades and were used
inaividualiy,or in conjunotion with flamethrowers and sutomsatie
'weapons‘ |

16+ (ORITICAL TERRAIN

,Tha anemy failed, in meny cases, t0o oceupy, organize and

 geofend & oriticsl terrain festure, Thig was exemplified in the
-'early stages of the opeiation - oBpecially, in the norﬁh seator
of_E'aémpany. |
17, AGGREB&IVENESB |
The aggressivenesa of patrola by always advancing and puahing
- forwerd, esrrying the fight to the enemy, olearly showed the
oharsoter of the Ameriesn moldier who posaessed the drive, deter=-

mination ehd skill of men-who wore doing thé aotusl fighting,

LESBGﬁE

( 14 Supervision is definitely raﬁuoeé, a8 s problem, to an
- easy task =~ provided every man in the organization is well
aequainted.with the complete sitmation. o

B ,ﬁ%ﬂ@??g drop gon9§,_np matter how small or how rﬁggea,
ean he”used auccéséfullyrby airborne troops.
N ”5; It is recommended,thet specisl unita,'auah ag JA300, be
f_trained-as'airborne personnel,in order for them to aoooﬁpany air
asaault.unita upbn operstions like Qorregidor. Olose 11a1san is
neeessary,hetween ground personnel and aupporting arms (navy and
:airferoe) if oooraination 18 %o be sucaesafulq

~44 Do not be optimistie,when information regarding the enemy

' strbngth is'a'dimiﬁuﬁiva'figure and with photos not showing any
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| noticeabie ohangs_in terrsin festures -~ for the enemy hed
’ utilized'his'oamouflage-training to berfeotien.
Airborne treops oan be sueaessfully used npon small
érep araaa and effect oomplete aurprisa,if air superiority 18

A_§§ined and the drop is adequately eontrolled, However, upon
landing, they mugt expeet enemy oontaot,for even though the tar-
- 8ot mres had undergone = terrific’bombing ~-= the Japenese just
heled up in their oaves and were unharmed, f
/ | -Sa Gommanders, enamy or U.8., 8heuld never make the error
\//  ia-ignor1ng the possibllity of any method of attack -- be it
lond, gea.or alr, | |
" In a0 airborne operstion of this type, it is advissble
/f to employ airborne troops 10 support amphibious troops in the
| latter's initial landing phase, .
 8¢ Whenever possible, it 1§ recommended s control ship be
- utilized -~ especially,if drop area is. smell and preveiling winds
are_présent¢- Recommend carrying 10 par'cent'overstrangth on an
operstion such as Gerregidor, '
9, A commander, in & defense situstion, should be in immedis
L dte Vieinity of his ¢P,where he can control all troops under his
v oemﬁand; He osan estimate the situation and iormnlate hia plan at
the ©P, by having informetion coming inte him,
| 10, It is raoommended whenever situation presents itaself
\/ and you have air auperiority, to have Jumpmasters fly over and
view the targetsas |
11. It 1s reeommended if our troops are up against a -
fanatical eneny 11ke the Japanase, that they cover enemy caves "
and positions from e distanoe rather than olosing in close and

~sitting on top of a possible arsenal.
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1. OQur combat. patrois. when ocoming upon trails or ocaves,

should be aware, when not reseiving enemy fire, of a possible

'-eéneealed ambush, or explesives being set off.

13: 1In order to evacuate the oasualtiem, it is advigable to

meke & priority on & certain route to be oleared,of enemy,as soon

a® possibles

14, In terrsin,such sas Oorregidor it is adviaable to with-

6raw at night and 8o 1nto a parimeter defense,to insure possession

e

of the main terrain feature,from which to operate,

16, It wes found out that WP grenades were much better to

'usa,than orginaryﬂ%and grenadea,when thrqwing_into shal;ow caves -~

thus driving the enemy oﬁt and to destruction,
16« A force which does not take advantage of a oritical
tarrain feature, only hastens 1ta dafeat.
| 174 Aggresaiveness sheuld be stressed in all phases of

treining ,and by commanders to their combat units.
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